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	Department/ Subject Development Plan 

	Subject: Music
	Subject Lead: S. Betts
	Year: 26-27



	Context

	At Simonside Primary School, we use Charanga alongside support from our local music hub and trust team to deliver a high-quality, progressive music curriculum from Early Years through to Year 6. Our aim is to cultivate a genuine enjoyment and appreciation of music, recognising its power to enhance wellbeing, creativity and self-expression. We strive to ensure every child can achieve their full musical potential through active participation in listening, performing and composing.
Building on developments made during the previous academic year, our focus for 2026–27 will be on embedding and further developing our music provision across the school. We will continue to use and refine our whole-school Listening Spine, ensuring pupils are exposed to a diverse range of music from different genres, cultures and historical periods. Alongside this, there will be an increased focus on developing pupils’ musical vocabulary and confidence in discussing and responding to the music they hear.
We will continue to strengthen the way musical learning is evidenced across the school, with a focus on greater consistency in capturing recordings, performances, compositions and pupil voice. This will help us to demonstrate progression more clearly and use monitoring to identify strengths and areas for further development.
We will also continue to prioritise singing assemblies as a core part of school life, fostering a sense of community and shared musical experience. These assemblies will include a developing repertoire of songs. Building on this established provision, we will seek to increase opportunities for pupils to perform and share their musical learning, developing confidence and ensuring music has a visible presence within the wider life of the school.
Together, these developments aim to embed music deeply within the daily life of Simonside Primary School, nurturing confident, expressive and musically aware learners.







	Department/Subject Priorities (One Year Timescale)	

	· To embed and further develop the whole-school Listening Spine, developing pupils’ musical vocabulary and their ability to respond to a diverse range of music.
· To embed a consistent whole-school approach to evidencing and assessing musical learning, enabling progression to be clearly demonstrated across the school.
·  To build upon established school singing provision by increasing opportunities for pupils to perform and develop musical confidence.



	Department/Subject Priority 1
To embed and further develop the whole-school Listening Spine, ensuring pupils regularly engage with and can respond thoughtfully to a diverse range of music.

	Targets
	Actions to be taken
	By whom
	By when
	Resources needed
	Success Criteria
	Monitoring
	RAG

	
To embed and further develop the whole-school Listening Spine, developing pupils’ musical vocabulary and their ability to respond to a diverse range of music.

	Review and refine the Listening Spine following its first year of implementation. 

Continue to promote regular, structured listening opportunities across all year groups. 


Develop a bank of age-appropriate musical vocabulary that pupils can use when discussing and responding to music. 

Encourage staff to use questioning and discussion alongside listening activities to develop pupils’ ability to articulate musical responses. 

Gather pupil voice across different year groups to evaluate pupils’ knowledge, enjoyment and understanding of the music they have encountered. 

Make adjustments to the Listening Spine where necessary in response to monitoring and pupil voice.

	S Betts 
	Review and refinement: Autumn Term 2026 to be sent out by week 5.




Musical vocabulary development: Spring Term 2026–27 









Ongoing implementation: Throughout 2026–27

	Subject leader release time to review and develop the Listening Spine. 


Access to appropriate audio/music resources already used within school. 


Staff meeting or communication time to share expectations and resources. 


Musical vocabulary prompts/resources for staff and pupils.
 
	· The Listening Spine is being used consistently across year groups. 
·  Pupils demonstrate increasing familiarity with a range of genres, styles, cultures and musical traditions. 
· Pupils use appropriate musical vocabulary when discussing and responding to music. 
· Pupil voice demonstrates positive engagement with listening opportunities. 
· Monitoring shows that listening is embedded as a regular part of pupils’ musical experience.

	Pupil voice discussions across year groups. 
Staff feedback. 
Review of Listening Spine implementation. 
Learning walks/drop-ins where appropriate. 
Review of evidence from listening activities.

	



	Department/Subject Priority 2 
To embed a consistent whole-school approach to evidencing and assessing musical learning, enabling progression to be clearly demonstrated across the school.


	Targets
	Actions to be taken
	By whom
	By when
	Resources needed
	Success Criteria
	Monitoring
	RAG

	To embed a consistent whole-school approach to evidencing and assessing musical learning, enabling progression to be clearly demonstrated across the school.












	Revisit expectations for music evidence with staff within the Autumn term.

Ensure all year groups regularly upload appropriate examples of musical learning, including performances, compositions and practical music-making.

Continue to use the established shared storage system for audio/video evidence.

Provide staff with clear guidance about what constitutes useful and manageable evidence in music.

Review evidence termly to check consistency across year groups and identify any gaps.

Use evidence alongside pupil voice and curriculum expectations to consider pupils’ progression in music.

Provide support or reminders to year groups where evidence is less consistent.
	Sarah Betts 
	Expectations revisited with staff: Autumn Term 2026 
Evidence gathering: Ongoing throughout 2026-27 
Review of overall impact: Summer Term 2027

	Existing secure digital/shared storage area for music evidence.

Subject leader release time to review evidence.

Staff time to capture and upload manageable examples of learning.

Charanga curriculum objectives/progression documents to support assessment.
	All year groups regularly contribute appropriate evidence of music learning.

Evidence demonstrates a range of musical experiences, including performing, composing and listening.

Staff understand expectations for gathering music evidence and do so consistently.

Evidence demonstrates progression in pupils’ musical knowledge and skills across year groups.

Subject leadership monitoring can identify strengths and next steps from the evidence collected.
	Termly review of year-group evidence folders.

Pupil voice.

Staff feedback.

Review of coverage across year groups.

Subject leader monitoring against curriculum expectations.

	












	Department/Subject Priority 3
To build upon established school singing provision by increasing opportunities for pupils to perform and develop musical confidence.

	Targets
	Actions to be taken
	By whom
	By when
	Resources needed
	Success Criteria
	Monitoring
	RAG

	

To build upon established school singing provision by increasing opportunities for pupils to perform and develop musical confidence.

	Maintain singing assemblies as per the timetable.

Continue to build a shared repertoire of songs across the school.
Identify opportunities throughout the academic year for pupils to perform to different audiences.

Continue to incorporate singing and performance into established school events such as, Christmas celebrations and Festival of Languages, which were identified as opportunities in last year’s plan.

Encourage year groups to identify opportunities to share musical learning and performances.

Where appropriate, broaden performance opportunities beyond singing to allow pupils to share instrumental and compositional work.

Gather pupil voice to explore pupils’ experiences of performing and participation in music.
	Sarah Betts 
	Singing assemblies: Ongoing throughout 2026–27
Performance opportunities: Across the academic year
Review of impact: Summer Term 2027
	Time to plan and prepare singing assemblies.

Existing audio and hall equipment.

Song resources/lyric presentations.

Musical instruments where appropriate.

Staff support for class/year-group performances.

Subject leader time to coordinate wider musical opportunities.
	Singing assemblies remain embedded within the life of the school.

Pupils experience a range of opportunities to sing and perform during the academic year.

A shared repertoire of songs continues to develop across the school.

Pupils demonstrate increasing confidence when participating in musical performances.

Pupil voice reflects positive attitudes towards singing, performing and music.

Music has a visible presence within whole-school events and celebrations.
	Singing assembly timetable/overview.

Record of performance opportunities throughout the year.

Pupil voice discussions.

Observations of pupil participation.

Photographic/video evidence where appropriate.

Review of whole-school and year-group musical opportunities.
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